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own. There are no villages but only isolated farms, where the
children are taught, and taught well, by itinerant schoolmasters.
Altogether this is a most interesting little corner of the world.
Like so many other small countries, it shows what can be done
when intelligence is pitted against unfavourable outward circum-
stances. For Iceland surely is no earthly paradise. While the
winters are not very cold, due to the presence of a branch of the
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Gulf Stream, the summers are much too short to allow of the
cultivation of grain or fruit. And then, it is for ever raining!
The twenty-nine volcanoes of which the most famous, Hekla,
has been responsible for twenty-eight outbreaks during the period
of which we have any historical record, have covered the island
with vast tracts of lava, some of which are over a thousand square
miles large. Earthquakes have upon occasion destroyed hundreds
of farms, and enormous fissures or clefts, running often for miles
across the solid sheet of lava, and sulphur springs and lakes of
boiling mud make travel from one part of the island to another
a somewhat complicated affair. The geysers, or hot-water gushers,